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Dear Friends, 
May the joy, peace, love, and hope of the season be yours today and always. Here, at 
the end of the year, we continue to be grateful for your unwavering support for 
Setshabelo Family and Child Services in South Africa. Your partnership has allowed 
SFCS to continue to work towards the flourishing of orphaned and vulnerable children 
during the pandemic. As a thank you, I have a special gift for you. In addition to sharing 
a dynamic story of transformation that you helped support in 2020, I wish to introduce 
you to one member of the amazing staff who is God’s hands and heart on the ground in 
Botshabelo, South Africa. It’s easy to forget that there are real people who respond to 



God’s call daily to bring good news and services to vulnerable families and children.   
  

Meet Tselane (Cil-Ah- Nee) “Nicole” Ramolahloane (in her own 
words) 

  

Who are you?  
I was born in Botshabelo Free-State. I am a born-again child of God. A sister of two. 
Both of my parents are Christians, still alive, and in their 50's. My father works as a 



boiler engineer, my mother is a business lady and a prayer warrior. I live with my 
parents and sisters. I studied at The University of South Africa (UNISA).  
I was raised in a very strict family that instilled in me an aversion to sex before marriage 
as it would be a sin in my life. I am currently engaged to such a God-fearing handsome 
man and have no children.  
  
What do you like to do in your spare time? 
During my spare time, I go to church where I am a youth counselor and a worshiper at 
Harvest Gospel Ministry. My wish every day is to help youth live a full life and fear their 
Creator. I enjoy keeping up with current events, reading the Bible, playing tennis, 
singing, and reading motivational books. 
  
What do you do at SFCS? 
I am a trained social worker who provides trauma-based services at the Child and 
Youth Care Center (CYCC) and Family Preservation Services.  
  
Tell us a story from 2020 that captures your work at SFCS:  
There was a child on my caseload called Tebo (name has been changed to protect his 
identity). He was raised in a family where his father abused his mother. His father would 
come home late at night and brutally beat and insult his mother in front of him. The 
concerned child ended up trying to commit suicide by drinking his mother’s HIV Anti-
Retroviral pills. By God's grace, the child survived, but the situation went from bad to 
worse when he started stabbing children at his school with scissors.  
I was permitted to engage with the child as a social worker to provide emotional support 
and therapy. We did a great deal of work together in 2020 to help him to reconstruct his 
life. Tebo was blaming himself for the conflicts and violence that were between his 
mother and father. I placed him with his aunt, while still providing therapy and 
counseling services. After our very long and intensive counseling sessions, he came to 
realize that he wasn't responsible for his family problems or violence. He then started to 
change from blaming himself for whatever was happening in his family.  
Currently, he is still living with his aunt under the supervision of his mother. He is 
learning to focus more on exploring his talents, like playing chess. The school reports 
he is doing well in all of his subjects, especially mathematics. I can safely say this 
child’s life has been reconstructed as he can now engage well with his peers without 
being violent. I thank God for using me to help him.  
  

 Our Part  



  



  

Prayer  



As we say goodbye to 2020, let us pray for a lifting of the pandemic around the world, 
including in Botshabelo, South Africa, where the clinics and hospitals report seeing 
hundreds more malnourished children due to the COVID-19 lockdown. Pray for the 
cultivation of community gardens and the return of home/community-based 
businesses.  
Please also pray for Tselane and the rest of the staff at SFCS. In recent months, four 
staff members have contracted and recovered from the coronavirus. Meanwhile, 
Keabetsoe and the team continue to provide in-office services, collaborate with The 
Office of Social Development, churches, and community partners.  
  
Purse 
The pandemic has had a devastating impact on the economy and yet you have been 
unwavering in your support of the Setshabelo Orphan Project. I pray God will continue 
to meet your needs as you continue to partner with us. If for some reason you find you 
are unable to meet your PIM pledge due to COVID-19 related cutbacks, please let me 
know as soon as you can what you can contribute (if anything) and when you might be 
able to resume your pledge.  
If you are a regular contributor to the project but have not made a pledge, consider 
making one for 2021. Pledges help us determine what our budget will be for the project. 
Of course, if you are ready to make an annual pledge, we will welcome your gifts with 
thanksgiving. You can contact Kathy DeKock at kdekock@rca.org for more information 
on making a pledge. 
We are not sure what 2021 will have in store, but we do hope to, with your support, 
move our staff, who are paid via stipend, to a more livable wage. In addition to staff and 
programming costs, we will continue to provide for rations of food to combat 
malnutrition especially among those who require a consistent diet to metabolize HIV 
Antiviral medications.  
  
Presence 
Oh, how I long for South Africa. Last February, a small group of us were chased by 
elephants, bullied by a monkey, and enchanted by the remarkable work of the SFCS 
staff in conjunction with key stakeholders like local police, schools, churches, and 
families. We met adopted children who had been placed in families who faced infertility. 
We pampered the staff with a handwashing ceremony and communion. We said 
farewell to our partners with the departing greeting “Sala Hantle,” meaning may you be 
well. We did not know that would be the last visit for 2020.  
We are uncertain when a vaccine will allow us to return to South Africa, so for now we 
pray, we receive stories, we provide financial support, and we wait in what feels like 
Advent. Meanwhile, count on me to stay connected and keep you apprised of the 
ministry being done by SFCS for the flourishing of children and the glory of God.   
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Ke a Leboha (“Thank you” in Sesotho) for your support and partnership with me and 
the RCA as we follow Christ in mission in Botshabelo, South Africa.  
Sala Hantle (“May You Be Well” in Sesotho), 
Denise (Masashaba: “Mother of Nations” in Sesotho) Kingdom Grier  
  

 

Support Denise's mission 
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