
         July 14, 2017 

Dear Friends,  

 

Dale Johnson is a fifth-generation farmer who farms the red shale soil here in Mont-

gomery. In 1928 his great-grand father bought the farm that is now called Bridgepoint 

Run Farm, and his family has been farming fields from Belle Mead to Princeton ever 

since. I met Dale at a recent Rotary club meeting when he came to share about his 

work. God has been leading me to see some connections between the story of his farm 

and the story of our church. 

  

It was interesting to hear about all the changes that his family has seen during the past 

90 years of farming. Before Dale was born his grandfather and father were dairy farm-

ers. Dairy farming got less and less profitable and in the 1970’s the farm made a 

change. They sold their dairy herd and began focusing on other endeavors. They 

bought some beef cows and began raising, breeding, and selling beef. For a time, 

Dale’s dad tried growing soy beans, but the local deer population, that grazed on the 

tender plants, made it hard to turn a profit with soy. The fields were picked so low by 

the deer that Dale felt like he was running the harvester along the rows just for the fun 

of the ride. 

  

Dale, who is in his twenties, also shared about some of the changes he has brought to 

the farm since he became the lead farmer. Dale grew up in Montgomery and loves the 

community; he has an interest in raising crops for the local population. For the first 

time in its history, Bridgepoint Run Farm is growing vegetables, which Dale and his 

family sell at their new farm stand near the corner of Bridgepoint and Dead Tree Run 

Road. Dale is also working on getting the beef they raise into local stores and restau-

rants in our area. The physical farm, with its barns and fields, is still the same farm 

that Dale’s great-grand father bought in 1928, but a lot has changed. 

  

God has been using Dale’s story to help me reflect about the realities of ministry for 

us here in Montgomery. It seems that change is inevitable. Dale can’t farm the way his 

great-grand father farmed, nor how his grandfather farmed. Dale can’t even farm ex-

actly as his father farmed. In his time, Dale faces new challenges, but he also has new 

ideas, new opportunities, and new inspirations leading him to find ways to keep the 

farm sustainable and to do the things which he loves. Dale isn’t a dairy farmer, Dale 

can’t grow soy, but he is still able to be a farmer on his family’s historic farm and the 

fields which he loves to cultivate. There has been a lot of change in the past 90 years, 

but each year there is a new harvest for Dale to reap. 
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It is the same with ministry at the Blawenburg Reformed Church. Our ministry isn’t ex-

actly like it was 20 years ago, or 90 years ago, let alone 185 years ago when our church 

was founded. We aren’t milking cows any more. We tried growing soy, but that didn’t 

work out. There has been a lot of change, but we are still cultivating the fields of ministry 

which God has given our church to sow, tend, and harvest. Change is inevitable in our 

ministries, but God gives us new ideas, new opportunities, and new inspirations which 

help lead us to continue the ministry of this place which we love. A lot has changed since 

1832, but each season God gives us a new harvest to reap. I look forward to seeing what 

crops God will have us plant this coming year.   

 

Pastor Jeff 

From the Finance Team: We Could Use Your Help 
by Jeff Knol 

  

At our congregational meeting on June 4th, we discussed some pressing business. This year 

our church is operating with a substantial budget deficit. For that reason, the consistory is 

considering some significant changes to our church life to lower our expenses and make our 

finances more sustainable. 

  

For the summer, starting Sunday, July 2nd, and concluding with worship on Labor Day Sun-

day, September 3rd, we will be meeting for Sunday morning worship in Fellowship Hall. 

This change will save the church the costs of cooling the sanctuary building. In addition, we 

are planning to sell Memorial Hall to lower our properties’ costs and free up assets to help 

meet our deficit.  Additionally, we are asking our church’s teams to make cuts to their bud-

gets. Finally, we are exploring a potential partnership with the Griggstown Reformed 

Church to share my ministry between the two churches. 

  

The consistory, the finance team, and the other team leaders are doing what they can in re-

gards to lowering our expenses, but increasing our income would also be a great benefit. 

Consistory has asked me to write this article, asking that you do what you can to help with 

the deficit. Last fall we asked you to pledge your financial support to the church. We hope 

that you will be mindful to meet your pledge, and if God has given you the ability to exceed 

your pledge this year, please know that the additional financial support would be a great 

help. 

  

Our deficit this year is not going to cause our church to close, but changes will have to be 

made in the coming months to avoid similar deficits in the future. As a church, we are seek-

ing to find a faithful and sustainable balance in our finances. I trust that God is working 

with us to find that balance. If you have any questions or ideas that you would like us to 

hear or consider, please reach out and let me know. 
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ADMINISTRATION SECTION 



Consistory Highlights from the meeting of June 19 
Words of gratitude were shared with out-going Deacon, Barb Pavlicek and out-going Elder and 

VP, David Cochran. Words of welcome were expressed to in-coming Elder, Joe Pavlicek, and 

in-coming Deacon, Nancy Meyer, at their first official meeting. 
 

Consistory approved contract to repair the church doors. Also, they approved purchase of a 

dishwasher for the parsonage from donated funds. N.B. When people want to donate an item or 

payment for service, the payment should be made to BRC as “designated giving” and BRC will 

issue the payment. This is so that we will have a realistic accounting of what it takes to run the 

church. 
 

The playground fence estimate is $13,900.00 and Karen Hill has raised $11,800.00. 
 

There is an upcoming SHIP picnic on August 29 for which BRC will provide the food. The pic-

nic will take place in Somerville. 
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ADMINISTRATION SECTION—Continued 

We welcome new Deacon Nancy Meyer and new Elder Joe Pavlicek. 

(Look to future Beacons for brief bios.) 

Properties Update 
In the parsonage, a volunteer patched and repaired cracks in the baby’s room ceiling. The deck 

has been pressure washed and is waiting for repair and staining. The water-holding tank had to 

be replaced. An attic fan was installed. 
 

Properties’ Team visited several fence installers, received bids from four and accepted the con-

tract of Rutgers Fence to install a white vinyl picket fence around the BVS playgrounds in Au-

gust.  This was required by the State of NJ. We thank Karen Hill and all who supported her 

fund-raising efforts by raising most of the needed funds so far for this huge project! 

The 24 Club is moving into their new home at the 1860 House.  We are thankful for their model 

and helpful tenancy and wish them well.  There will be a group of the 5:30 meeting staying on 

with us. 
 

Fellowship Hall in Cook Hall remains naturally cooler in summer for worship and any meetings 

you may have. Please leave the air conditioner running at all times on ‘low cool’ as it is needed 

for dehumidifying. 
 

Volunteers are always needed for many tasks, large and small, around our campus.  Please ask a 

Properties Team member how you may help. [Don & Ethel, Ginny, Jean, Peggy, Gracie, Alli-

son] 



Classis Corner 
 

 On July 9th, Rev. Bethany Popkes will be installed as pastor and teacher at High Bridge 

Reformed Church. 
 

 Classis approved the request of the Hillsborough Reformed Church at Millstone to apply 

for a loan to raise their parsonage above flood level. 
 

 Centro Cristiano Palabra de Fe is growing leaders in Reading, PA. 
 

 Liberti-Collingswood, a new church plant from 2013, is growing and focusing on reach-

ing ‘educated skeptics’! 
 

 Rev. Heidi Butterworth Henkel has been called to Bethesda Presbyterian Church in 

Philadelphia as a Formula of Agreement pastor, such as Revs. Bob Sharman and Travis 

Winckler were to us. 
 

 Classis mourned the passing of the Rev. Ruth Fries Robbins of Rocky Hill on May 5th. 
 

 RCA is implementing a learning opportunity for a number of Classis churches in an on-

going small group called “Creating Congregational Cultures of Generosity”. 

 

 The Holy Cow individual church surveys and feedback are continuing throughout the 

Classis.  The Executive Committee is looking at the original ‘Landscape’ survey and 

what was learned about how Classis operates and how it can be most effective and re-

sponsive to the needs of pastors and congregations. 
 

 A task force is looking at the best ways to use “Legacy Funds” – monies received from 

churches closed and sold – especially in ways that will honor those churches. The sale 

of Pleasant Ridge/Danboro Church was finalized this past spring. 
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ADMINISTRATION SECTION—Continued 

 

About Classis 

Churches located near each other send representatives to meet together as a “classis.”  Each 

classis supervises the churches and ministers in its bounds. Classis membership is comprised of 

the ministers, as well as elder delegates, from each church within geographical bounds set by 

the regional synod. Both General Synod and regional synods gain their representation from and 

are accountable to the classes. 

The classis has responsibility for and oversight of the congregations, consistories, and minis-

ters. This means that only the classis can form, dissolve, and disband churches, transfer a 

church to another denomination, or receive a church from another denomination. The classis, 

working through a supervisor or supervisory team, enables a congregation to discover a pastor 

to call to service, and the classis installs the pastor and reviews contractual agreements between 

a church and a minister (RCA.org, 2017). 
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We commit our gifts to WORSHIP gathering as a community to celebrate God’s presence among us! 

Scripture for Upcoming Services 

Date  Special Event   Sermon Reading                                      

July 16  Nancy Curtis will preach Psalm 65:9-13, Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

July 23      Genesis 28:10-19A 

July 30      Genesis 29:15-28 

Aug. 6  Communion   Genesis 32: 22-31 

Aug. 13     Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28 

Aug. 20 Martin Tel, guest pianist  Genesis 45:1-12 

Aug. 27     Exodus 1:8- 2:-10 

Announcements with Pastor Jeff.   

Note: the liturgical color is back to 

green symbolizing growth and mission 

of the church.   

Dressed for the 4th of July Sunday

--red, white, and blue:  Barb P., 

Gracie, Bernice, and Pastor Jeff  

 Singing prayerfully and responsively 

Summer Worship in Fellowship Hall 
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June Breakfast Worship—David and Goliath 

WORSHIP  - Continued 

Breakfast Worship Breaks for Summer 
 

The next Breakfast Worship is scheduled for  

September 10 at 8:32am. in Cook Hall Fellowship area. 

All are welcome! 

Pastor Jeff will be leading a kid-friendly worship following 

breakfast. Come join us for prayer, praise and pancakes. 

 

Summer Worship Focus 
 

This summer we will listen for God's Word to us, through the sto-

ries found in the later parts of the Book of Genesis. These readings 

convey the stories of Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Ishmael, Jacob, 

Esau, Joseph, and others. As we read their stories, we will seek to open our hearts to 

God's words of comfort and challenge. See page 5 for the summer scripture schedule. 

Here comes Goliath! 

 

Goliath of Gath is a Bible character described as a giant Philistine 

warrior defeated in one version by the young David, the future king 

of the Israelites. Post-Classical Jewish traditions stressed Goliath's 

status as the representative of paganism, in contrast to David, the 

champion of the God of Israel. Christian tradition see David's battle 

with Goliath the victory of God's king over the enemies of God's 

helpless people as a prefiguring of Jesus' victory over sin on the 

cross and the Church's victory over Satan.  

Read more in I Samuel 17. 

Photos by Dave 



We commit our gifts to LIFE-LONG LEARNING providing spiritual growth opportunities for  all. 

 
 

The Mary and Martha book study will meet on Tuesday, August 8th at 6:00 pm in the home of 

Bernice Van Nostrand. Bring book titles for discussion in the fall. All women are welcome. 

Support our church by shopping via 

smile.Amazon.com and choosing  

Blawenburg Reformed Church  

as your charity. 
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets at 10 am in Cook Hall. Come join us as we read 

and discuss scripture for the upcoming Sunday and take time to pray with one another.   Coffee 

and the occasional treat will be provided.  See page 5 for summer scripture readings. 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study—6:30pm  This study group is on hiatus for the 

summer. Watch for the date of the first meeting in September. The group meets from 6:30pm to 

8pm and spends the time in fellowship, study, and prayer.  If you are interested in being involved 

in the study, please send an email to revjeffknol@gmail.com and Pastor Jeff will include you on 

the email list.  

This Study meets in members’ homes. Watch the weekly e-news for the location. If you cannot 

arrive by 6:30, you are welcome to come when you can.      
 

 

Mary & Martha 

 

 

 

 

Grief Support Group Update 

 

The Grief Support Group, facilitated by Chaplain Nancy Curtis, 

continues to meet this summer in Cook Hall Library.  There has 

been thoughtful sharing of personal grief experiences and con-

structive conversation, along with laughter, on how to deal with 

difficult situations in life.  On July 19th, the group will discuss 

"Creative Outlets for Your Grief"; and on August 2nd, the topic 

will be "The First Year".  

 
Psalm 25:16-17 16Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and af-

flicted. 17Relieve the troubles of my heart and free me from my anguish.  

 

Grief is normal, natural, and necessary. 

 
Recommended Resources 



Blawenburg Village School 
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504 | 609-466-6600 

info@blawenburgvillageschool.com | Karen Hill, Director 
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 Blossom Graduation 2017 

Address by Pastor Jeff 
The Blossoms have bloomed and  

are ready to move on. 

Waiting for Cake 

Summer Camp 
There are still a few spots open.  

Call for availability.  609.466.6600 
 

Friday, 9:00am – 1:00pm.  

Cost: $200.00/week 
 

Week 1: July 10 - July 14 Under the Big Top 

Week 2: July 17 - July 21 Kids in the Kitchen 

Week 3: July 24 - July 28 Jammin’ in the Jungle 

Week 4: July 31 – August 4 Wet and Wild 

“If I Were a Butterfly” “You Gotta Sing” 



Pastor’s Picnic to show appreciation for everyone’s help during his first year 
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We commit our gifts to HOSPITALITY caring for those in our congregation and the greater community. 

Also, celebrated 

Bud Lewis and 

Don Thiel for 

their 90+  

birthdays. 

Honored Alan and 

Louise Taback’s 

50th anniversary. 

Congratulated Morgan for attain-

ing Dean’s List and Margot for 

conquering a BIG water bottle. 

Cool conversation,  

Katie, Angelina, and Gracie 
The tail wagger, Raleigh 

Don chatting 

with Jim Corio. 

 



CWS School Kit Supplies needed:  
Once again we will be filling school kits and hygiene kits for our 

Church World Service September mission.   
 

When you see summer sales and back-to-school sales (especially in ShopRite or Walmart), 

please think about the very important items needed for these care kits.  If you want to do a 

complete kit on your own, please do so.  Or if you buy in bulk, please bring your purchases to 

church  and put them under the brown table at the foot of the stairs in Cook Hall.  If you can't 

shop and want to make a monetary donation, someone else will shop for you.  Please write a 

check to BRC and note on the memo line “CWS Kits”.  Cash donations are also accepted.  

You may use the Mission Fund envelopes in your offering packet or the mission envelopes 

pinned on the bulletin board behind the brown table labeling each with “CWS Kits”. 
 

 One pair of blunt scissors removed from the package (rounded tip, only)  

 Three 70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages (No loose-leaf or 

filler paper.)  

 One 30-centimeter 12” ruler  

 One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from the package  

 One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers)  

 Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers removed from the package  

 One box of 24 crayons (only 24)  
 

Again this year, Evelyn Cochran will make the cloth bags  needed for the school kits. These 

bags will be available for your school items. All items must be packed inside of the cloth bag.  

 

Value: $15 Processing fee: $2 per Kit  
 

CWS Hygiene Kit Supplies needed: 

 
 One hand towel measuring approximately 15”x28” to 16”x32” 

   (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-fiber) 

 One washcloth 

 One wide-tooth comb removed from the package 

 One finger nail or toe nail clipper removed from the package 

 One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper 

 One toothbrush in the package 

 Ten standard sized Bank-aids 
 

All items need to fit inside a one-gallon plastic zipper closure bag.  Remove the excess air 

from the bag  and seal.  Do not add any extra items or toothpaste.  A tube of extended expira-

tion date toothpaste will be added to each Hygiene Kit just prior to its journey. 
 

Value: $15 Processing fee: $2 per Kit  

 

Please give the $2.00 processing fee for each kit to Barbara Pavlicek. When all kits are com-

plete, the total fee will be sent electronically. Thank you. 

The Blawenburg  Beacon Mid-Summer         Page 10 

  We commit our gifts to MISSIONS serving those in need both locally and around the world. 

http://cwskits.org/


 

GARDENING AT  

CRAWFORD HOUSE 
 We will be meeting the second Monday of the month at 6:30pm. The next two gardening dates 

are August 14th and September 11th.   If you think that you might be able to participate on ei-

ther of these dates, please contact Ethel, 908.359.6027 (home) or 609.922.4118 (cell).  Thanks!  
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  We commit our gifts to MISSIONS serving those in need both locally and around the world. 

 

Seniors Are Always Our Mission! 

Photos by Barb R. 

at Acorn Glen 

Ruthie and friends share a laugh! Bernice, the active listener 

Oh, how the garden has grown. 

Photos by Gracie 



The Blawenburg  Beacon Mid-Summer          Page 12 

Artistic evening--music, art, food, conversations 

June Blue Pomegranate 

Leah McNeill-- jewelry artist 

   McMillan & Co--smooth jazz, pop tunes, gospel 

Amanda Hutton -- painter,  

photographer, graphic designer 

The Berman Boys--father and 

sons; musical variety from John 

Denver to Robyn Hitchcock 

We commit our gifts to PROCLAMATION spreading the good news of salvation  

Meredith Remz—painter and sculptor 

Fall Season: September 21, October 19, November 16 

Facebook@BluePomArt 



PROCLAMATION - Continued 
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Montgomery Fireworks—June 29th 

BRC and BVS were represented  at the fireworks event at Montgomery High 

School. BVS had a game for children to play and win prizes. The church distributed 

brochures, Blue Pomegranate flyers and microwave popcorn packets with an invita-

tion to Pop In Sometime. The booth also sold delicious home-baked cookies. 

Thanks, Pastor Jeff, for creating the cookie sign. 

Diana and Don anticipating these beautiful fireworks. 
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PROCLAMATION—Continued  

Men’s Breakfast 
The Men’s Breakfast will be held at 7:30 am on 

Wednesday, July 19th at the Red Oak Diner. On August 

16th the men will meet at the Blawenburg Café. 

 

Let Joe know if you plan to be there at 

jpavl1999@aol.com.   

BRC to Host Weekend Journey through the Past     

October 14-15 

We will once again host visitors from around the region during the 

Somerset County Weekend Journey through the Past. We partici-

pated in this Somerset County Cultural and Heritage Commission 

program for the first time in 2015. Our sanctuary will be open on 

Saturday, October 14 from 10 am to 5 pm and Sunday, October 15 from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 

On Saturday, there will be visitation by the public. On Sunday, the sanctuary will be open for 

visitation and Katie Connolly will again do a concert in the afternoon.   
 

We will need your help to do this. We plan to have four or five stations staffed by members 

and friends where visitors can gain information about the church’s history. We hope you will 

volunteer to serve on either or both days for a few hours. 
 

You will have the opportunity to sign up to help later this summer. All volunteer docents will 

be provided information about their station to help them answer questions.   
 

We appreciate your support of this event. Save the dates:  October 14-15. 

Join us for the next Game Night in September in Memorial Hall. 

Game Night—July 7th Who can guess the PASSWORD 

from the clues?  (Had to s-t-r-e-t-c-h our imaginations 

and vocabulary!)  
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BLAWENBURG REFORMED CHURCH 
In Service to the Risen Christ since 1832  

 

July 

July 10—18, Pastor Jeff’s vacation          

July 19 Men’s Breakfast, 7:30am           

   Grief Support, 5pm      

August 

8/2 Grief Support Group, 5pm            

8/8 Worship Team, 4:15pm          

8/8  Mary & Martha, 6:00pm @       

 Bernice’s Home                                         

8/8 Boy Scout Exec., 7:30pm          

8/14 Garden/Crawford House,  6:30pm          

8/16 Men’s Breakfast, 7:30am, 

 Blawenburg Café                      

8/20 Martin Tel, guest pianist                   

8/21  Consistory, 7:30pm                  

8/24 Beacon Deadline                      

8/29 S.H.I.P. Lunch 

Plan Ahead— 

9/11  Gardening, 6:30pm @ Crawford 

 House                                       

9/24 Kick-off Picnic @ Clancy Home 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

July 

2 Kevin Clancy 

8 Will Quackenbush 

12 Lisa Hunt 

21 Palmer White 

29 Todd Quackenbush 

August 

1  Frank Tufano 

2 Will Herbert 

11 Nancy Meyer 

18 Barb Van Liew 

19 Tom Hunt 

21 Pam Bainbridge 

22 Kaitlyn Clancy 

24 Diana Pfannebecker 

31 Rick White 
 

ANNIVERSARIES! 

July 

12   Eric & Sue  Perkins 

August 

7 Jamie & Jeff Knol 

11   Nancy & Mark Meyer 

14   Jotham & Gracie Johnson 

24   Jim & Jean  Beachell 

 

 
 If you don’t see your name  

listed and it should be,  

please let Karen know so we can 

celebrate with you! 

Summary of Dates  

(See articles for more information.) 
OFFICE HOURS 

MON 8:30 to 1:30  

THUR 8:30 to 3:30 

FRI 8:30 to 11:30 
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The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s people united in Christ  

through the Holy Spirit.  We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning,  

serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

If anyone would like to contribute photos for future 

Beacons we welcome them. Please send photos via 

email to Barb Pavlicek and Karen Larsen by the date 

of the deadline. 


