
  

 

Worship Team 
We gather as a community to  

celebrate God’s presence among us! 

 

 

Wonderful Maundy Thursday and Easter Services 
 

It is always gratifying to be recognized and thanked.  (The following notes of thanks and gratitude 

were taken from emails.) 

 

Minister Carlos:  I know I already mentioned this to everyone in person on Sunday, but I would like 

to once again communicate my gratitude to everyone who generously partook in serving this past 

Easter. The morning was a blessing to me and I believe it was to others as well. Thank you!  

 

Deacon Catherine:  What wonderful Maundy Thursday and Easter services!  Thanks to everyone who 

spent so much time making these happen. 

A big thank you also to Bob and team who created the Easter welcome mailer!  At coffee hour I heard 

at least one mom saying this was her first time at BRC and she came as she received the postcard at 

home! 

 

Music Director Katie:  [Justifiably exhausted—editor’s observation]  As we’re all just recovering 

from a wonderful but tiring Easter, I have to ask you [Carlos] for scripture & sermon plans for the 

weeks ahead asap! – lectionary or not?  I want to line up interesting and relevant music . . . . 

 

As a congregation, we very much appreciate the dedicated people who make things happen in our 

church—the work on sermons, choosing appropriate music, giving time to rehearsals, making phone 

calls and typing emails back and forth, providing the beautiful flowers and arrangements, seeing that 

our property is cared for, etc., etc.--and plan ahead to make our worship “interesting and relevant”.  

We are grateful for “all of the above” as well as our mother/daughter teams who greeted, took the of-

fering, and led the children through the Easter egg hunt, and for those who provided the fellowship re-

freshments for our larger-than-usual crowd on Easter morning.  And thanks, too, to our administrative 

assistant who oversaw and duplicated all of the printed material.  Nice team work, one and all.      

 

As for the plan for the weeks ahead, Minister Carlos Corro will share with us the lessons from the 

Epistle of 1st Peter during the month of May.  These lessons began on April 27th focusing on Resurrec-

tion People:  Living Hope from I Peter 1:3—9.  The overall theme for this letter from the apostle Peter 

is being a Resurrection Community in a Post Resurrection World. 
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 Life-Long Learning Team 
“We commit our gifts to… life-long learning…” 

 

 

The Mary and Martha book group will meet at Bernice's on Monday evening, May 5th, at 5:45 for a 

light supper and the first conversation of Sandpaper People:  Dealing with the Ones Who Rub You the 

Wrong Way by Mary Southerland.  Now that we are meeting at night, please join us even if you have 

not done so before. 

 

The Tuesday Morning Study Group has joined the Griggstown Reformed Church group at the Tho-

mas Sweet Café. 

 Reverend David Leung Kahler invited a number of area congregations, ours included, to partici-

pate in Bible Study on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 at the Thomas Sweet Cafe, located in the Montgom-

ery Shopping Center. 

 He begins by showing a short video put out by an organization known as NOOMA. These videos 

explore various aspects of our world, taking into consideration the teachings of Jesus. A thoughtful and 

introspective discussion follows. 

 Please consider joining us on any given Tuesday. A week to week commitment is not necessary. 

The videos are individualized. Join us! We're saving a seat for you! 

Bible & Brew Faith Discussions at 10am 

Thomas Sweet Café in Skillman, NJ (Montgomery Township) 

 

Blawenburg Cafe: Sunday School For All - Gather around Jesus in community for an interactive time 

of listening to God's word, sharing and praying for one another from 11:30-12:30pm in the fellowship 

hall.   

 

Daily Devotions:  Several people have commented that they enjoyed receiving a daily scripture reading.  

If you would like to continue to receive a daily devotional, there are several wonderful websites that you 

can obtain one from.  One is from InTouch Magazine (http://www.intouch.org/Magazine/

DailyDevotion.aspx#.U2EGHvldViM), another is from Words of Hope (https://woh.org/subscriptions).  

If you have a devotional that comes to you by email or text, please let the Beacon staff know and we will 

share it with the congregation. 

 

BVS students have their art work 

on display in the Children’s room at 

Princeton Public Library,  

until Friday, May 9th.  Please stop 

by and see their fabulous spring-

themed crafts. 
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 Our Mom’s Morning Out Program is now meeting Monday-Friday.  We’ve met many 

new friends and are enjoying our new classroom in Cook Hall. Children ages 2-6 are wel-

come to join us!  They do not need to be registered students to attend.  All sessions in-

clude arts and crafts, dramatics and pretend play, music, stories, snack and outdoor time.  

Sessions are 9:00-12:00, and the cost is $30.00/session.  Please call or email the school if 

interested.  

 BVS students have their art work on display in the Children’s room at Princeton 

Public Library, until Friday, May 9th.  Please stop by and see their fabulous spring- themed 

crafts. 

 During the month of May the students at BVS will participate in Garden Week.  We 

will become expert gardeners as we transform the flower beds around the schoolhouse. 

We will also learn about butterflies as each class watches them hatch in their classroom.   

 Our students will participate in a Trike-a-Thon on May 5th & 6th to benefit St. 

Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  May 8th & 9th will be special days for our BVS Moms, as we 

honor them for Mother’s Day. Muffins with Mom will be held in Cook Hall at 9:00am. 

 We are also very excited to have a Touch-a-Truck program at BVS on Wednesday, 

May 21st.  The Montgomery Department of Public Works will bring some equipment for 

the students to explore, as well as materials on recycling. 

 Our Summer Camp program will run for 4 weeks, July 7th – August 1st, 9:00am – 

1:00pm. 

 

July 7 – July 11 Discovering Dinosaurs  

 T-Rex, Stegosaurus & Triceratops. Oh my!  
July 14 – July 18 Cooking Around the World  

 Exploring international foods in the kitchen.  
July 21 – July 25 Leaping into Literature  

 The adventure awaits in reading and books.  
July 28 – Aug. 1 The Wonders of Water  

 We will be exploring all aspects of water. 
 

We are currently enrolling students for the 2014-2015 school year, and some classes are 

full.  So, if you or a friend are interested in placement, please contact the school so we 

can reserve you a space.  The school will be offering classes for students 2 – 5 years old. 

    BVS is on Facebook so please take a minute to like our page!  

Blawenburg Village School 
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609-466-6600 

blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com 

Karen Hill, Director 
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 Missions 

We commit our gifts to. . .serving those in need. 

 

Our Mission for May 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

We Are One 
 

“I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 

are one—so that they may be brought to complete unity.  Then the world will 

know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”  

John 17:22 – 24 

 

For almost seven decades, One Great Hour of Sharing has made a difference in the lives of people and 

communities around the world by pooling resources, leveraging funds and serving through partnerships. 

 

Gifts given through this special offering empower people in poverty to learn a trade, raise their own 

food, and grow in faith.  United in Christ, we help to provide access to healthy food, good education, ex-

cellent health care, and shelter after devastating storms.  Each time a gift is given, a connection is made 

that builds a bridge or tears down walls.  Each resource shared answers God’s call to love our neighbor 

because in Christ Jesus, we are one family. 

 

Christ’s work in the world healed the sick, fed the hungry, and brought hope to communities burdened 

by challenges.  As the Church, one body in Christ, our call is to carry on in Jesus’ name.  For as long as 

one sister or brother is in need, we are all in need. 

 

We are one.  Please give generously. 

 

Coin collection boxes and Sharing Calendars will be available on May 4th in the Sanctuary and in 

Cook Hall.  This “sacrifice calendar” is for making daily offerings during the month to be given at a 

“One Great Hour of Sharing” offering on Sunday, June 1st.  Using the calendar can be an excellent fam-

ily activity, and also become a daily reminder of blessings we so often take for granted, as well as a daily 

opportunity for sharing with others.  [If you choose to send in an offering, make checks payable to BRC, 

noting OGHS on the memo line.] 

 

 

 
 

Reformed Church World Service is now the RCA CARE Network.  

CARE stands for Compassionate Action and Relief Efforts.  Our primary partner in  

domestic disaster response is World Renew of the Christian Reformed Church in North America.   

In international disasters, we are piloting a new relationship with World Vision.  
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Help and Get in Shape! 

 
Stretch, pull, lift, dig!  Stretch, pull, lift, dig!  What better way to take care of yourself than to help create 

a garden for the women of Crawford House.  Look who worked on April 28th to start the process of pre-

paring the soil, planting the seeds, and putting in new plants.  Join Lisa, Wendy, Barbara, Ethel, Will or 

others on any of the following dates to be a part of the plant-to-harvest process.  You will enjoy the ca-

maraderie, fresh air, and . . . stretching!  If you can, bring your garden gloves, rake, hoe, shovel, etc.  The 

time is 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. at Crawford House on Sunset Road.  Let Ethel know what date or dates are best 

for you.  Call her at 908-359-6027.   

 

Gardening Dates 
June 9 

June 23 

July 14 

August 11 

September 15 

 

When making your own gardening purchases, please stop by Belle Mead Co-op and thank them for their 

very generous donation of seed and plants to our mission project of the Crawford House gardens.  (We 

never know when we are going to be gifted by “angels unawares”.—Hebrews 13:2)  Thank you, Belle 

Mead Co-op. 
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Greetings from Our Missionaries 

In Chiapas, Mexico 

 

Dear friends at Blawenburg Reformed Church, 

  

 Sue and I send our greetings from sunny Chiapas.  Spring has arrived in the central highlands, 

and we are enjoying warm breezes during Holy Week.  Most evangelical churches in Chiapas have a 

daily worship service during "Semana Santa" (Holy Week), culminating with an Easter Sunrise service 

on Sunday morning.  Al will be preaching at the 7:00 a.m. service in the local congregation that we fre-

quently attend when not visiting another church or congregation. 

  We want to express our gratitude for the very generous Christmas gift you sent to the RCA in 

December.  That gift was applied to our support, and we want to express our appreciation for remember-

ing us with your gift. 

  Al is very busy this semester teaching four different courses at the John R. Kempers Seminary, in 

addition to his other responsibilities of working with Tzotzil youth, visiting the Achte'al prisoners in the 

state prison, helping coordinate the paramedic training program, and responding to requests for help that 

pastors and church elders bring to our door.  Sue keeps busy with the women´s ministry program, often 

visiting women's groups scattered throughout the highlands. 

  Thank you for your faithful support of our ministry, as we 

work together to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  May the 

Lord continue to bless each of you as you live for Him. 

  

In His Hands, 

                        Al and Sue Schreuder  

The finished garden ready for “bed.” 
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 Proclaiming Team 
… and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Rummage Sale a HUGE Success!!!!! 
  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all of you who 

contributed to the success of the Blawenburg Rum-

mage Sale.  I was worried in the beginning of the 

week, but all of you came through with “stuff” for 

us and we ended up clearing $3,821.00!  We have 

shared our profit by contributing to the family of a 

BVS sibling with eye cancer and the families suf-

fering from the mudslides in Washington.  The 

Property Team also was able to pay for some press-

ing capital improvements with money from the 

sale. (See the Property report on page 8.) 

 

I also want to THANK all of you who helped dur-

ing the week of the sale.  Without all of you sorting 

and pricing everyday and helping during and after, 

the rummage sale would never have gone so 

smoothly.  The bargain hunters who come to our 

sale year after year remark about how easy it is to 

find their bargains at our “neatly sorted” sale.    

  

 With A GRATEFUL HEART,  

 Jean Beachell, chairperson 
  

 

 

The Eagles Have Landed 

  
This year Blawenburg Church has been blessed by 

several Eagle Scouts who have expressed an inter-

est in helping us by completing their Eagle Scout 

project somewhere on our church property. Jon 

Kaufman will be starting his project within the next 

week, if the weather is cooperative.  He will be put-

ting in a cement slab connecting the west side park-

ing lot to the cement walkway in front of the 

church.  He is hoping that this will help anyone 

who has trouble negotiating the step up from the 

parking lot to the walkway especially those with 

walkers or wheelchairs.  He will also be placing a 

gravel area directly in front of the church starting at 

the end of the walkway and between the two trees. 

Two benches, purchased with memorial money, 

will be placed on the sides of the gravel square for 

those who are waiting for an event at the church or 

resting from a jog down the sidewalk.   

  

Other scouts are planning a trail through the woods 

in back of Cook Hall, completing more of the 

wooden track inside the fence at BVS for the chil-

dren to ride on, and, possibly, another child-sized 

picnic table or two for BVS children.  We often 

have scouts ask us about Eagle projects; so if you 

have any ideas, please let us know. 

       

 Jean Beachell 

 For the Properties Team   
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Property Report 

 
 There is always something that needs to be done on our old buildings and large campus.  And 

now that spring is here, the Property Team is making a list!!   

 During the rummage sale, gutters with leaf guard were installed on the back of Cook Hall.  

Thanks to the rummage profit, this improvement has been paid for.   

 Jim Beachell ordered a new storm window for the west window on the church that was broken 

when the ceiling was replaced.  The window had to be a special ordered because it was so large.  He also 

installed the storm window so we hope this is helpful during the winter months to hold the heat in!!  This 

project has also been paid!  

 May 17th is Church Work Day!! There is a list of inside and outside work to be done so we will 

be there-rain or shine!  We need all the help we can get. We will start the day at 8:30 and work until 

12:00. 

 It will soon be time to put the air-conditioners in the windows of Cook Hall and the parsonage.  

We have old, heavy, inefficient air conditioners but don’t have the resources to buy new ones at this 

time, so if anyone would like to help us purchase new ones, please contact Don or Ethel Terhune.   

 

Thank you, 

Ethel Terhune, Property Team Chairperson 
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 Consistory Meeting Highlights 

From the April Consistory Meeting 
 

1.  Search Team  

The team is reviewing candidates’ profiles and determining who should be interviewed.  

 

2.  Consistory and the Search Team met with Marble Collegiate Church pastors on April 22 to discuss a 

possible partnership.   

 

3. Missions Team  

Food was collected and an offering taken on April 6th for a holiday meal for a Montgomery Town-

ship family.  $140.00 was collected, and $52.83 was spent on the meal (non-perishables) for a 

family of 6.  Thanks to all who made donations.   

The Mission focus for May will be One Great Hour of Sharing with the theme of We Are One with 

Our Sisters and Brothers. 

 

4.  The Bible study held each Tuesday at the Thomas Sweet Café with Griggstown Reformed Church has 

been successful.  Join the group at 10:00 AM on Tuesdays. 

 

5.  All Teams have been asked to watch their budgets closely. 

 

6.  Buildings & Grounds  

The project to put a gutter on the back of Cook Hall has been completed.  Proceeds from the rum-

mage sale will be used to pay for it.   

Energy/Insulation estimates for BVS are being received. 

There will be a Church Workday on May 17.   In addition to our members and friends, we have in-

vited Boy Scouts and Crawford House residents to help us. 

 

7.  Blawenburg Village School is starting a Moms Morning Out program. 

 

8.  Consistory nominations are being sought.  There is an opening for one Elder and one Deacon. Elec-

tions will be held on May 18, and an Installation and Ordination Service will be on June 8. 

 

9.  Grace Johnson requested  a leave of absence from the office of Vice President of Consistory effective 

immediately.  She recommended David Cochran to step in as Interim Vice President for an indefinite 

time or until the end of her term in June.  The Consistory thanked her and offered her and Jotham 

prayers and assistance. 

 

10.  The next Consistory meeting is Thursday, May 15. 
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Tear out or print this page .  Put it on your frig.   

Make someone’s day!  Wish them a happy birthday or anniversary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

For the month of May (the Season of Easter), the church color is white.  It symbolizes cele-

bration, joy, purity, victory; use with gold (triumph) for all Festivals of Our Lord.  Look for 

the color on the communion table and pulpit.    
 

Summary of Dates  

See earlier articles for more details. 
May 1—9 All day BVS Students’ Artwork—Prin. Pub. Library (See page 2.) 

May 4  9:00 AM Hispanic Service 

  10:00 AM Worship with Communion 

May 5&6 Morning BVS Trike-a-Thon (See page 3.) 

May 5  5:45 PM Mary’s & Martha’s at Bernice’s home (See page 2.) 

May 6  10:00 AM Bible Study at The Thomas Sweet Café (See page 2.) 

May 8&9 9AM  BVS Muffins With Moms (Cook Hall) 

May 8  6 PM  Crawford House Dinner (The Marriott Princeton Hotel at Forrestal) 

May 15 7:30 PM Consistory—Upstairs, Cook Hall, center room 

May 17 8:30—12 Church Work Day (See p.  8.) 

May 18 11 AM  Congregational Mtg.—Election of new Elder and Deacon 

May 21 Morning BVS Touch-a-Truck (See p. 3.)  
May 23 Deadline for June Beacon Material 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Plan Ahead 

June 1 Worship Collection and dedication of OGHS offerings; Communion 

June 8 Worship Ordination of new Elder and Deacon 

June 18 Noon  Birthday BBQ (Watch for the June 2014 Beacon.)   

 
 

May 7  Olivia Vande Woude  May 24 Hope Hunt 

May 10 Helen Brown   May 26 Chip Parmele 

May 16 Barbara Bradsell  May 27 Don Terhune 

May 22 Ethel Terhune   May 31 Eric Perkins 

 

 

May 21 Sue & Scott Weingart 

May 25 Elmi & Doug Hill 

May 29 Barbara & Joe Pavlicek 
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Blawenburg NJ  08504     
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The Blawenburg Beacon is a publication of the 

Blawenburg Reformed Church 

424 Route 518; P.O. Box 266 

Blawenburg, NJ  08504 

e-mail address:  BRC1832@verizon.net 

Minister:  Carlos A. Corro 

Editor:  Barbara Pavlicek 

Publisher:  Nancy Curtis 

Website:  www.BlawenburgChurch.org 

Phone: (609) 466-3108 

Emergencies:  908-304-2627 

 

 

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s people united in 

Christ through the Holy Spirit.  We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learn-

ing, serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 


