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… a variation of our traditional Christmas tree ornaments—an event for all ages.  Enjoy! 

Advent is a time of waiting, a time of anticipation and preparation for the coming of Je-

sus. There are many ways to get ready for Christmas. One way is through a Jesse Tree. 

What is a Jesse Tree? It is a tree branch decorated with symbols representing the stories of peo-

ple in Jesus' family tree. In Isaiah 11:1 we read, "A shoot shall come out from the stump of 

Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots." Jesse was the father of David, Israel's greatest 

king. And it was from David's lineage that Jesus came. That's where the idea of using a Jesse 

Tree to celebrate Advent came from. Before a symbol is hung on the branch, a Bible passage or 

a story from a story Bible is read. 

Online at www.rca.org/jessetree, you will find: 

 a plan for an intergenerational event for 

celebrating the beginning of Advent  

 

 symbols and patterns for the Jesse Tree 

 

 texts, focuses, and symbols 

 Suggestions on how to make a Jesse Tree 

and ornaments 

 family devotions based on the Jesse Tree. 

 Jesse Tree Advent Devotionals 

 

The Blawenburg Beacon 
December, 2013 

A newsletter for the members and friends 

of The Blawenburg Reformed Church 

The Jesse Tree 

 

http://www.rca.org/page.aspx?pid=1604
http://www.rca.org/page.aspx?pid=1604
http://images.rca.org/docs/discipleship/jessepatterns.pdf
http://www.rca.org/page.aspx?pid=2423
http://www.rca.org/page.aspx?pid=1628
http://www.rca.org/page.aspx?pid=6926
http://www.rca.org/page.aspx?pid=1600
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Sunday, 12/1 - First Sunday in Advent 

Monday, 12/2 

Tuesday, 12/3 

Wednesday, 12/4 

Thursday, 12/5 

Friday, 12/6 

Saturday, 12/7 

 

Sunday, 12/8 Second Sunday in Advent 

Monday, 12/9 

Tuesday, 12/10 

Wednesday, 12/11 

Thursday, 12/12 

Friday, 12/13 

Saturday, 12/14 

 

Sunday, 12/15 - Third Sunday in Advent 

Monday, 12/16 

Tuesday, 12/17 

Wednesday, 12/18 

Thursday, 12/19 

Friday, 12/20 

Saturday, 12/21 

 

Sunday, 12/22 - Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Monday, 12/23 

Tuesday, 12/24 

Wednesday, 12/25 - Christmas Day 

Thursday, 12/26 

Friday, 12/27 

Saturday, 12/28 

 

Sunday, 12/29 

Monday, 12/30 

Tuesday, 12/31 

Wednesday, 1/1 

Thursday, 1/2 

Friday, 1/3 

Saturday, 1/4 

 

Sunday, 1/5 

Monday, 1/6 - Epiphany 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 6:1-11 

Psalm 124 

Isaiah 54:1-10 

Isaiah 4:2-6 

Isaiah 30:19-26 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-13 

Psalm 21 

Genesis 15:1-18 

Psalm 146:5-10 

Ruth 4:13-17 

Luke 3:1-18 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

Psalm 42 

Ezekiel 47:1-12 

Zechariah 8:1-17 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Galatians 4:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Galatians 3:6-14 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Luke 2:1-20 

Psalm 148 

1 John 5:1-12 

Isaiah 49:13-23 

 

Matthew 2:13-23 

Isaiah 26:1-9 

John 8:12-19 

Psalm 8 

Psalm 72 

Genesis 28:10-22 

Exodus 3:1-5 

 

John 1:1-18 

Matthew 2:1-12 

At Home with the Word 

Readings for the Advent & Christmas Seasons 
(Or you can have these devotions sent daily through the RCA from  

https://www.rca.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=6140) 
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A Loving and Gracious Gift from Tom Skillman 

 
 
(In this season of giving thanks and looking forward to the seasons of Advent and Christmas, 
our church is very thankful for Tom’s life from his own nativity to his death.  Following is a 
letter from his daughter which shows Tom’s love of our church, his family, and his love of life.)     
 
 
Members and Friends of the Blawenburg Reformed Church,  
 
The members of my family are delighted to present to you $100,000 from my father, Thomas 
S. Skillman's, estate to be combined with my mother, Beatrice S. Skillman's Endowment Fund. 
The fund will now be called the Endowment Fund of Beatrice S. Skillman and Thomas S. 
Skillman. The income from the fund is to be used for the maintenance and general upkeep of 
the church and the property. Maintaining the Church and its property was very important to my 
father.  
 
To understand why, I would like to share the following little story about my father. I am sure 
you all remember his love of life and his sense of humor. Plus, he was a great story teller and 
as a child he always told me stories about his great grandfather, Joseph A. Skillman, and how 
he was actively involved in the building of the Blawenburg Church. He would often remind me 
of this on the way to Sunday School and Church and he would also tell me how Joseph A. 
Skillman loaned his mule team to help build the railroad. I vividly remember one Sunday 
morning on the way to Church, when he was telling his usual "Grandfather Church Stories"; I 
was rather frustrated and bored with the same old story, so, I brazenly asked him, "Pop, who do 
you worship at Church, God or your Great Grandfather? He looked at me, first, rather sternly, 
and then with a twinkle in his blue eyes, and he said to my amazement, "Is there a difference?"  
 
Our family and I know all of you miss my father, as we do. His sense of humor was infectious 
and he was so proud of his family history that was connected to his Church. I hope things are 
going well with all of you and that the Church is thriving. I hope these funds will help you in 
your endeavor to keep the Church functioning and serving the community.  
 
Blessings from Carol Skillman Harcarik daughter of Tom and Bea Skillman, her husband Joe 
and her children, spouses and grandchildren: Tim, Wendy, Brad, Jeff, Eric, Sue, Scott, Jessie, 
Tom, Mary, Dan, Deanna, Ellie Bea.  
 

 
 

Photo taken by Dave Cochran for  

the 175th Anniversary of BRC. 

Consistory presenting the gift to Dr. Sharman  

at the November 24th worship service. 
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The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a family of God’s people united in Christ  

through the Holy Spirit.  We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning,  

serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 

Worship 
We gather as a community to celebrate God’s presence among us! 

 
Dec. 1 9 AM  Hispanic service with Communion in Cook Hall 

10 AM Communion and 1st  Sunday of Advent with an Advent Hymn Sing! * 

This will be a service of lessons and carols based on Advent.  “Toda 

la tierra / All Earth Is Waiting” 

Dec. 8 2nd Sunday of Advent* – Annie Anderson and her ‘Cotillion Singers’ will join us 

with BRC Bells and choir. See below for more information. 

Dec. 15 3rd Sunday of Advent* - lighted tree in sanctuary 

Dec. 22 4th Sunday of Advent - * 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve – Tuesday – 4:50 PM prelude music begins …. BRC Bells and choir 

 with instrument accompaniment, and our ALMA quartet. 

Dec. 29 Christmas Carol/Hymn Sing 

 

* Remember that Nursery and Sunday School are available during church every Sunday!  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE:  FAMILY CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  -  5 PM 

(with Prelude beginning at 4:50) 
 

Join us for a family friendly, yet traditional service of lessons and carols to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  

Although early, to accommodate young and old, it will be dark and we will have candles, real and 

battery.  Let us rejoice together in the GREATEST GIFT OF ALL! 

 

 

 

West Gallery Music was sung in English village churches from 1700 to around 1850, a time when ru-

ral churches were often neglected by the clergy and had few trained musicians. Psalmody choirs were 

formed from local residents and village instrumentalists who assisted the singers by doubling their 

parts. The ensemble performed from a gallery built at the west (rear) end of the church, giving West 

Gallery music its name. 

This musical form came to America in the mid 18th century, where it inspired compositions that 

form part of our shape note tradition. 

Like West Gallery choirs, the Cotillion Singers is a collection of area residents who share a love of 

traditional music and contra and English country dancing. The Cotillions are grateful to the Blawen-

burg Reformed Church for the use of a rehearsal space and are glad to bring some of this vigorous 

sacred music to your service. 
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Hospitality 
“...care for those in our congregation and the greater church community...” 

 

Lunch for Locals Menus 
December, 2013 

 
Every Tuesday, from 11:30 to 1:00, we serve lunch in Cook Hall.  Lunch is served buffet style 

and a free-will donation is accepted (anonymously).   

This lunch has become a great community gathering.  We average 25 people.   

Lunches will always have salad, bread and beverages. 

 
December 3 

Beef vegetable soup, egg salad & tuna salad, dessert 

 

December 10 

Vegetarian gumbo soup, chicken fingers, cream puffs 

 

December 17 

Cream of mushroom soup, chicken & dumplings, pumpkin mousse 

 

December 24 & 31 

No Lunch—Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Grace Terhune celebrated her  

92nd birthday at the Tuesday  

Lunch for Locals. 
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Life-Long Learning Team 
“We commit our gifts to ... life-long learning...” 

 

 

The Tuesday Morning Study Group meets in Cook Hall 

lounge from 10 to 11:30.  Alan Taback and Barbara Pavlicek 

facilitate the discussion.   

 

The Adult Sunday School meets from 11:30 to 12:30 in Cook 

Hall.  Come, learn, and grow with each other. 

 

The Mary and Martha Prayer/Study Group will not meet in 

December.  Everyone will be busy at Sinterklaas.  Mark your 

calendars for January 18, 2014, at 7:45 a.m., in Cook Hall.  They 

will be discussing Mudhouse Sabbath by Lauren Winner 

 
 

 
Part of the mission of the M&M’s is celebrating 

the birthdays of  its members.  Happy birthday 

to Wendy (11/24) and Gracie (11/22). 

Just Sharing 
 
In reviewing the book, Help, Thanks, Wow by Anne Lamott, the M&M group discovered that most of us, for one reason or another, 

were struck by many of the same quotations.  We wanted to share them with you. 

 

“If I were going to begin practicing the presence of God for the first time today, it would help to begin by admitting the three most 

terrible truths of our existence:  that we are so ruined, and so loved, and in charge of so little. . . .” 

 

“There is Thomas Merton’s famous prayer, the beginning of which reads, ‘My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  I do 

not see the road ahead of me.’  You can look up the rest.” 

 

“Human lives are hard, even those of health and privilege, and don’t make much sense.  This is the message of the Book of Job:  

Any snappy explanation of suffering you come up with will be horse*@#&.  God tells Job, who wants an explanation for all his 

troubles, ‘You wouldn’t understand.’” 

 

“A lot of us religious types go around saying thank you to God when we find a good parking space, or locate the house keys or  the 

wandering phone, or finally get a good night’s sleep.  And while that may be annoying to the people around us, it’s important be-

cause if we are lucky, gratitude becomes a habit.  You say ‘Thank you’ when something scary has happened in your beloved and 

screwed-up family and you all came through (or most of you did), and you have found love in the intergenerational ruins (maybe a 

lot of love, or maybe just enough).  Or you can look at what was revealed in the latest mess, and you say thanks for the revelation, 

because it shows you some truth you needed to know, and that can be so rare in our families, let alone in our culture, our world, and 

in our marriages, and in our relationships with our teenagers and with ourselves.” 

 

“To watch one dance number by Fred Astaire or Pina Bausch is to see the sacred in communal energy.  We see where everything 

comes from and where it all passes through—childbirth and death; the glorious, graceful, immediate, brutal; all that bad behavior.  

We see where everything is headed:  more childbirth, more death, more bad behavior.  We see in art a moment in time, an instant, 

and this is holy.” 

 

“God keeps giving, forgiving, and inviting us back.  My friend Tom says this is a scandal, and that God has no common sense.  

God doesn’t say:  ‘I have had it this time.  You have taken this course four times and you flunked again.  What a joke.’  We get to 

keep starting over.  Lives change, sometimes quickly, but usually slowly.”   
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 During the month of November many BVS families participated in Operation 

Christmas Child and as a group we donated 17 completed shoe boxes. 

 Our families were also busy showing support for our friend Ryder by purchasing 

and wearing T-shirts, purchasing bracelets (made by a sibling of one of our students and 

his 3rd grade class at PDS) eating at Tiger’s Tale and preparing meals as needed. Thank 

you to all church and community members who have participated in these fundraisers. 

We hope to be able to present the family with the proceeds in the next week. 

 In December, all classes will learn the Advent Story in Children and Worship and 

will continue preparing for our Christmas Concert.  The concert will be held in the 

church on Saturday, December 7th at 3:30.  Please feel free to join us as we journey to 

Bethlehem. 

 During the month of December we will be offering an enrichment program for 

children ages 2½ - 6.  Sessions are available Monday-Friday 1:00-3:00 and Thursday 

morning from 9:00-12:00.  This is a great way to have a few hours to yourself while your 

child is in a fun, safe, educational environment with certified teachers.  Cost is $20.00 

for an afternoon session and $30.00 for the morning session.  Enrollment is limited so 

please call (609-466-6600) to check availability.  Please help us spread the word to 

Mom’s in the community who may need some time to shop during the busy holiday sea-

son. 

 Our students will also be busy making Christmas cards this month. If you know of 

anyone who would enjoy a card please email us (blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com) 

their name and address and we will be happy to send one.  

    

    

           

Blawenburg Village School 
P.O. Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609-466-6600 

blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com 

Karen Hill, Director  

mailto:blawenburgvillageschool@yahoo.com
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Missions 

We commit our gifts to ... serving those in need. 

 
  

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL will be our mission focus for Advent and Christmas.  We will 

try once again to raise the $5,000 for a Gift Ark [see below].  Heifer alleviates hunger, poverty 

and environmental degradation through gifts of livestock and training. These animals provide 

food, draft power, and also generate income for families.  Since 1944, Heifer has helped more 

than 4.5 million families in 125 countries (including the U.S.) become self-reliant.  Each family 

“passes on the gift” by giving one or more of its animal’s offspring to another family in need, 

and they also, and so on.  It is the ‘gift that keeps on giving’! 

In Cook Hall, you will see options for purchasing a gift of different animals: cows, cam-

els, sheep, llamas, water buffalo, goats, pigs, ducks, geese, chickens, rabbits, and honeybees.  If 

you would like to do this in honor or memory of someone, there will be handsome gift cards for 

you to take and use for this purpose. It is the perfect gift! (If you can’t get to Cook Hall, you 

may leave a check in the basket on the back table of the sanctuary starting December 8th where 

there is a price list for the different animals.  Please make checks payable to BRC, noting 

“Heifer” (and the animal) on the ‘memo’ line, and we will get the handsome honor/gift card to 

you to give to a loved one.  

 Whether we give enough for an ‘Ark’, changing the world two by two, or not, we can be 

assured that these are truly Christmas (or Birthday, etc.) gifts that will “keep on giving”!   To 

learn more about Heifer, visit http://www.heifer.org  or see Sonya Hunt or Barbara Pavlicek. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Gift Ark: Changing the World Two By Two 

  

  

  

 

The Heifer Gift Ark offers hope worldwide to families who are poor and hungry. You'll help 

families start on a journey to fulfill a seemingly impossible dream - to secure food and a source 

of dependable income. Each family who receives livestock will pass on one or more of the ani-

mal's offspring to other families who are in need in their community. Every gift will multiply 

for years to come. Imagine how your gift could change the world. Two cows bring milk and 

income to a Russian village. Two sheep help families in Arizona produce wool. Two camels 

help families in Tanzania earn income by transporting agricultural and industrial materials. Two 

oxen pull plows and carts in Uganda. Two water buffalo help Cambodian families increase rice 

production through animal draft power. And that's just the first five sets of animals ... your ark 

provides 15 pairs of animals to change lives.  What a wonderful way to bring joy to the 

world! 

 
 

http://www.heifer.org/
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped support our mission for Samaritan's Purse this year with your 

buying for, organizing purchases, and packing the shoeboxes.  Thank you, too, for your mone-

tary donations which helped to cover expenses; and thank you for your continued prayers for 

the children who will receive and delight in the gifts.  Thanks to your generosity we were able 

to deliver 47 shoeboxes from the church and our preschool on November 22nd.  Samaritan's 

Purse includes a Christmas Gospel 

message in each shoe- box in the language of 

the child to whom it is being delivered.  Imagine the joy of those children this Christmas and 

how you are able to touch their hearts!  This year we will be tracking the boxes to see where 

they are delivered.  As soon as we know, we will let you know to which country they are 

shipped.      
 

 

 

Food Bank—Continue to donate to the local food bank.  The box is at the bottom of the stairs 

in Fellowship Hall.  The Montgomery Food Pantry gratefully accepts all non-expired, non-

perishable food and non-food grocery and toiletry items.  Items on their donation wish list for 

December include:  canned tuna and canned chicken, meat stews, hearty soups, canned pineap-

ple, canned pears, mayonnaise, ketchup, mustard, boxed cereal, laundry detergent, shampoo, 

dish soap, tissues, napkins, and paper towels.   

 

Thank you from the Mission Team 
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Proclaiming 

We commit our gifts to  ...  proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

   

SINTERKLAAS IS HERE! 

Saturday, December 7 from 9-2 
 

 Sinterklaas was most famous for his protection of young women 

and children and is remembered for his habit of secret giving and caring 

for the poor. In that vein, in addition to our kickoff for our Heifer cam-

paign, each booth this year is supporting a charity or mission of their 

choice.  We will have signs and donation boxes at each booth indicating 

their special charity. 100% of the donations and 20% of the booths profit 

will go to that cause - an additional reason to encourage your friends and 

neighbors to join us while having fun in the holiday spirit.  
 SET-UP: White Elephant will start setting up Monday morning in the end room.  The 

rest of Cook Hall will be set-up during Wednesday, ready for shops Thursday AM.  Gracie 

could use help here. 

            The CRAFT TABLE’s choice of charity is a new church start mission in the Domini-

can Republic with our friend David Mojica and his wife Ylva and three daughters.  Our major 

crafts this year are more and different tree ornaments as well as other items to decorate your 

homes.  And back by popular demand are zippered purses to help ladies organize their larger 

purses.  They make perfect stocking stuffers.  Also by popular demand, there will be many 

more tote bags—the perfect item to carry home all your purchases!    

  The BAKE TABLE will also be supporting Crawford House—We are looking for all 

kinds of baked goods. Bread and cookies sell very well. If you bag the cookies, please put six to 

a bag. People are also looking for cakes, pies, brownies, jellies and jams, sticky buns — what-

ever you enjoy making. Please label your products and include if they have nuts.  Deliver all 

items by Friday afternoon, December 6, at 4:00 PM to the Bake Table downstairs in Cook Hall. 

 The bake table and soup booth could use the yellow shopping bags from Shop Rite or 

your favorite store. Just drop them off at the bake table and we will share.  Thank you so much 

for all donations. This is one of the most favorite booths that we have.  

 Have a treasure to pass on?  Peggy Querec is looking for treasures for the WHITE 

ELEPHANT TABLE.  Holiday décor, ornaments and china are appreciated, as well as col-

lectibles and new or gently used items appropriate for gift giving.  Because of our limited space, 

this is the time and place for your ‘treasures’, not rummage.  Boxes may be left anytime on the 

floor in the big closet in Cook Hall, clearly marked “White Elephant”.  We will be supporting 

Project Hospitality, a mission of the RCA on Staten Island, working with those devastated by 

‘Sandy’. 

 We will once again welcome local artist, Suz-

anne Hunt with her WATERCOLORS.  And new this 

year is JEWELRY by Charlotte’s Posh Accessories 

(www.poshmark.com/closet/chiqtita).  Charlotte Corro 

and her seminary husband, Carlos, have been worship-

ping at Blawenburg. 
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SOUP NEEDED—It’s not too late to contribute some of your delicious homemade soup to 

Sinterklaas.  Soup sales have been a big hit at previous Sinterklaas events and we would like to 

continue the tradition this year. We are looking for at least 125 quarts of soup. The good news 

is that if many of us do just a few quarts each, we will reach our goal.  We would like to have 

all soup in the freezer by Friday morning, December 6th. 

Here is what you need to do:  

1. Find your favorite recipe. 

2. Get soup containers in the basement of Cook Hall. We have both pints and quarts to accom-

modate different family sizes. 

4. IMPORTANT:  After you make the soup, tape a label on the LID of the soup container that 

lists the name of the soup and its ingredients. Put your initials on the label. 

5. When you bring the soup containers to Cook Hall by December 6th, be sure to print your 

name and the name and quantities of your soups in the Soup Log near the freezer. Put your 

soups in the freezer. 

 That’s it! Sit down and relax knowing that you’ve helped the church raise money for 

missions and God’s work in our church.  A portion of the income of the Soup Booth will go to 

Crawford House. 

 Thanks in advance for your help. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

Dave Cochran 

Soup Team Chair 

davidc99@aol.com 

 Lisa Hunt will be chairing LUNCH. We will not be doing morning coffee & muffins, 

but rather encouraging people to buy that and dessert at the bake table.  We will have our 

‘Hospitality’ hot cider again.  Lunch will be soups, chicken salad and apples. Prepping will be 

Friday AM and cleanup after 2 on Saturday will be appreciated. 

 If you can still help us Saturday, even for a few hours, please call Gracie Johnson 609-

466-1862 or gtuckerbj@gmail.com  or sign up on the staffing list in Cook Hall. 

Our tenant in Memorial Hall invites you to inquire  

about her movement and education offerings. 

 

Movement With Joy 
Joy Vrooman Sayen, mfa, ms, bc-dmt, ncc 

 

Dance Movement Therapy: addressing physical, cognitive, emotional, social, & develop-
mental issues through movement, dance, play, sensory--‐movement integration & Spacial 
Dynamics® 
Waldorf Extra Lesson for Educational Support  
Wilson® Reading Program for reading & spelling Tutoring 
Dance with a Difference: Movement Classes for fun, fitness, creativity, self--‐ expression & 
learning 
Children, adults, seniors, Individuals, groups 
609--‐844--‐0151; movementwithjoy@gmail.com; www.movementwithjoy.com 

mailto:gtuckerbj@gmail.com
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Properties Team 
Could you help our Eagle Scout? 

 
Blawenburg Church is pleased to report that we have another Scout who would like to use his 

Eagle Scout project to help the church.   Jon Kaufmann is working with the Properties Team 
and Consistory to add a cement pad from the west parking lot, across the grass, to the side-

walk to help those who have trouble with the high step to the walkway.  He is also planning to 

add a “resting and gathering” area in front of the church.  Jon plans to add 2 wooden benches 

on each side of this front section. He suggested that, if someone would like to donate the 

money for a bench, a plaque could be put on the bench to designate who helped with his pro-

ject.   We are asking for a maximum donation of $350.00.  If you would like to be a donor, 
please call the church office during the month of December.  Jon is submitting all of his plans 

and getting all of his approvals now so that he can start the project in the spring.   
 

        Jean Beachell 

        For the Properties Team 

        

 

 

 

 

Thanks for Two Successful Workdays 

 Thanks to all who helped on our two 

workdays this fall.  On our most recent workday 

on November 23rd, we were able to clean the 

organ area, several pews, and the front of the 

sanctuary.  We had some community help on 

both workdays.  BVS parents and Crawford 

House residents helped in October.  We had a 

great turn out in November by the leaders and scouts of Troop 46, who raked the leaves on the 

church and parsonage properties.   

 We appreciate everyone’s efforts to clean and maintain our properties. 

     Thanks from Dave Cochran and the Properties Team 

Troop 46  

 

 

 

Evelyn Cochran 

 

 

 

 

Pearl White 

(Rick’s 

Mom) 
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Consistory Highlights 

November 14, 2013 
 

1.  Rev. Ramon Orostizaga provided Consistory with update on the Hispanic service.  

He shared his background with the Presbyterian and Christian Reformed Churches in 

Chile and in the United States.   He would like to see greater outreach to increase the 

numbers attending the monthly service.  Consistory passed a motion to allow Rev. 

Orostizaga to serve communion.  This will be evaluated in six months. 

2.  We received a letter notifying us of the settlement of Tom Skillman’s estate. He gen-

erously bequeathed $100,000 to create an endowment for the upkeep of church proper-

ties. 

3.  Finance Team - The 2014 budget was approved by Consistory.  It has greater detail 

than previous budgets and includes moneys for a full-time pastor in the final quarter of 

2014.  Memorial Hall and the Blawenburg Cemetery have separate budgets because they 

are separate holding companies. 

4.  Communications Team – The RCA is redesigning our website for free. We will con-

tinue to use Constant Contact for electronic publicity for the next year.  Consistory ap-

proved a motion to authorize the Communications Team to oversee the church database. 

5.  Buildings & Grounds Team – Consistory approved a motion to take Memorial Hall 

off the market as a sale property, but keep it as a rental property.  They will revisit this 

in one year. 

6.  Health Team – The Health Team presented a draft of a new mission statement for 

Consistory to consider.  They will vote on it in December and then, if approved, they 

will present it to the membership for consideration. 

7. Missions Team – The projects of the Missions Team over the past few months were 

noted. 

8.  Search Team – Consistory approved the Church Profile to be sent to the RCA. It will 

become available for prospective pastors in the coming weeks. 

9.  Pastor Bob noted that Princeton Theological Seminary is nearing the end of a process 

for hiring a replacement for the interim position he holds.  He indicated that there may 

be changes in the near future, but he is pleased with the direction in which BRC is head-

ing 
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Tear out or print this page.  Put it on your frig.  Make someone’s day!   

Wish them a happy birthday! 

Summary of Dates 
(Please see complete information in body of newsletter.) 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
Dec. 1  9 AM  Hispanic Worship Service & Communion—Cook Hall 

  10 AM First Sunday of Advent  

    Worship & Communion 

Dec. 3  9 AM  Hanging of the Greens—Sanctuary 

Dec. 5  7:45 AM Communications Team (Cook Hall Lounge) 

Dec. 7  9 to 2  Sinterklaas (Cook Hall) 

  3:30 PM BVS Christmas Concert 

Dec. 8  10 AM Second Sunday of Advent—Worship 

    Annie Anderson and her Cotillion Singers 

Dec. 9  3:30  Princeton Theological Seminary 

  6:30  Carols of Many Nations 

  8:30  Miller Chapel 

Dec. 11 7:00 PM Christmas Stories in Song—Iain R. Torrance Atrium 

    Princeton Theological Seminary Library 

Dec. 11 4:00 PM Properties Team 

Dec. 12 7:30 PM Consistory (MH Meeting Room) 

Dec. 15 10 AM Third Sunday of Advent—Worship 

Dec. 22 10 AM Fourth Sunday of Advent—Worship 

Dec. 24 5 PM  Christmas Eve—Prelude at 4:50 (See page 4.) 

Dec. 29 10 AM First Sunday of Christmas -Worship 

    Christmas Carol/Hymn Sing 

 

 
 

2 Barbara Antoniewicz 12 Sarah Johnson 25 Ruth Patterson 

4 Helen Evans  Susan Weingart  28 Morgan Van Liew 

8 Mait Van Nostrand 23 T.J. Van Liew 29 Emma Murphy  

11 Art Brown 24 George Gurzo 31 Barbara Pavlicek 

 

Congratulations to Sarah Johnson on 

her engagement to Joshua Hendrick 

The Family Life Committee has 

planned to have a Pot Luck lunch-

eon on Jan. 12th following church at 

about 11:45.  Please bring a dish to 

share and enjoy the company of our 

friends at church.  Mark your calendar 

now so you don't forget. 
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Editor:  Barbara Pavlicek 

Publisher:  Nancy Curtis 

Website:  www.BlawenburgChurch.org 

Phone: (609) 466-3108 

 

 

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s people united in 

Christ through the Holy Spirit.  We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learn-

ing, serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 


