
The Pastor’s Pen 
Welcome back from summer! I am looking forward to a good fall full of ministry. In 
addition to welcoming a new baby into my family, it has been a productive summer for 
your pastor. It was a joy having Colleen serve with us as our summer field education 
student from Princeton Seminary. As she heads back to class this month, keep her in 
prayer as she continues her studies and discernment of God’s call on her life.  
Speaking of “call”…As we seek to respond to God’s call on our congregational life, I 
am excited to explore a new worship opportunity this fall. As a parent of young chil-
dren, I can relate to the struggle it can be to get out the door and to church on time 
on Sunday morning. Instead of seeing this as an obstacle to welcoming young families 
into the life of our church, how might it be a ministry opportunity? An ad hoc team has 
come together over the summer to consider how we might offer the blessing of break-
fast to families with young children along with a fun, informal service of worship. Stay 
tuned until October for more details!  
Before we start talking about October, mark your calendars for Sunday, Sept 27 when 
missionaries Al and Sue Schreuder will be with us (see page 5). Also mark your calen-
dars for Sunday, September 13 and Saturday, September 26. Along with our friends 
from the Blawenburg Village School, we will be participating in the first Montgomery 
Fun Fest and the annual Hopewell Harvest Fair. These are great opportunities for our 
church to enhance its presence in the broader community while also building relation-
ships with folks who may or may not have a church home. I encourage you to sign up 
for an hour to meet and greet people with me on September 13! A sign up sheet is 
available on the back table of the sanctuary.  
In addition to shaking hands and getting to know our neighbors at these two commu-
nity events, I look forward to hosting some new community educational opportunities 
at BRC throughout the year. What does Christian faith have to do with the everyday 
joys and challenges of life? If being a Christian means more than merely coming to 
church on Sunday, what does it have to do with my marriage, parenting, professional 
life, and “golden years”? I am excited to explore these questions through four separate 
educational gatherings this year. Keep an eye on our website and Sunday announce-
ments for more info shortly!  
There is so much for us to be thankful for as we begin a new season of ministry to-
gether. Since 1832 Blawenburg Church has stood as a beacon of God’s presence in 
service to our local community. I look forward to building on this heritage of faith this 
year and beyond.  

Grace and Peace, Travis   

September 2015 
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Happy New Year! 
As we all leave the lazy, hazy 
days of summer behind us, wel-
come back as we celebrate the 
many things we are thankful for 
and anticipate a new ‘program’ 
year full of spiritual exploration 
and renewal – together, as the 
Body of Christ!  What can we 
take away from the Bible each 
week to apply to our daily lives 
and to make a difference in our 
world?  Come find out! 
Through September we will be 
following the New Testament 
book of James.  Pastor Travis 
shares “One of the most impor-
tant disciplines we can focus on 
as Christians is to learn how to 

We commit our gifts to WORSHIP  
gathering as a community to celebrate God’s presence among us! 

We commit our gifts to HOSPITALITY  
caring for those in our congregation and the greater community 

Heart of Gratitude 
Thank you to Don and Ethel 
Terhune for their care of our 
buildings and grounds. Together 
Don and Ethel built, stained, and 
installed a custom-made, cedar, 
Bilko-style door leading to the base-
ment of the schoolhouse.  Stop by the east side of the building to 
admire the craftsmanship. 
Thank you to Morgan Van Liew and Emma Murphy for 
keeping Jean Skillman comfortable and calm following her fall on 
August 23. Please keep Jean in your prayers as she recovers.  
Thank you to everyone for making me (Sarah) feel welcomed as 
part of this church family. I hope to meet more of you in the 
months ahead. 

Missed worship?  
View the online calendar 

to access worship  
bulletins, sermon audio,  

and life applications 
from each week!  

Potluck Fellowship 
Join us for a potluck luncheon after the adult education hour on 
September 27. We’ll be gathering to celebrate the start of a new 
year and give thanks to our mission partners, Al and Sue Schreuder 
who will be worshiping with us that day (see more on page 5). 

Thank you to Raj Bagaria, 
Troop 46 Eagle Scout, for the gift 
of a newly constructed and land-
scaped woodland trail behind 
Cook Hall. He and his friends did 
an excellent job. If you haven’t 
done so already, check it out! 

‘tame the tongue’ [James 
1:26].”  We will consider this 
as well as what it means to ‘not 
only be hearers but doers of 
the word’ [James 1:23]. 

September Schedule 
Aug. 30 James 1:17-27 
Sept. 6  James 2:1-17 

Labor Day Weekend with  
guest organist, Ben Cahill  

Sept. 13 James 3:1-12 
Service of Communion followed 
by Montgomery Fun Fest  

Sept. 20 James 3:13-4:8 
Sept. 27 James 5:13-20  

Rev. Al and Sue Schreuder 
share Minute for Mission  
about Chiapas, Mexico. Adult 
Education and Potluck to follow.  
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Caitlyn Curtis (granddaughter of Bernice VanNostrand) married  
Matthew Cornwell on Saturday, July 18. Caitlyn’s mom, Nancy,  
presided over the ceremony. The happy couple is living in Ewing, NJ. 

In late August, long-time church member Pat 
Wengel and husband Doug moved to Pompano 
Beach, Florida.  We will miss her ready smile at 

worship and hard work at church fundraisers, 
most recently at the rummage sales and  

Sinterklaas.  But she has promised to send along 
her dish cloths for our craft table this year!  

Although the move is permanent, they will be 
back in the spring for a visit.  We wish them well.   

In the photo: Jeanne, Bernice, and Pat graduated 
from Princeton High School together.   

Pastor Travis and Emily welcomed Silas Garrett 
into the world on June 30. There was a blue  
hydrangea in worship on July 5 to honor his birth. 
The Wincklers are so grateful for all of your 
prayers, meals, and kind words these past two 
months.  

Travis was blessed to have his mom  
(far left) and grandmother (far right) in 

worship on Sunday, August 16. Both  
ladies were in town to celebrate Gabe’s 

second birthday, also August 16. 

HOSPITALITY cont. 
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We commit our gifts to LIFE-LONG LEARNING  
providing spiritual growth opportunities for all ages. 

Blawenburg Village School 
We are looking forward to the start of the 2015-2016 school year! 
Our teachers have begun preparing their classrooms, and planning 
wonderful experiences to enrich the lives of our energetic  
preschoolers. 
The school year will begin with orientation days on September 8th & 
9th. The teachers will be available in their classrooms from 10:00-
11:00 so students and their parents can become acquainted with the 
classroom. Thursday, September 10th and Friday, September 11th 
are the first days of classes!  
Our Mom’s Morning Out Program will be available every day, starting 
Monday, September 14th.  Children ages 2-6 are welcome to join us.  
They do not need to be registered students to attend.  All sessions 
include arts and crafts, dramatics and pretend play, music, stories, 
snack and outdoor time.  Sessions are 9:00-12:00, and the cost is 
$30.00/session.  Lunch bunch and our afternoon enrichment pro-
gram can also be added to extend the day. 
On Sunday, September 13th BVS and the Blawenburg Church will be 
sharing a booth at the 1st Annual Montgomery Fun Fest at the 
Princeton Airport. Come join the fun 12:00 – 5:00. Free chance to 
win a child-friendly gift basket! 
We will also enjoy time in the community at the Hopewell Harvest 
Fair on Saturday, September 26th (10:00-4:00). Come try your luck 
with our wheel of chance! 
New Programs starting in October! We’re excited to be adding 
Parent/Child classes and Tutoring Sessions.  Additional information 
will be coming soon. 
If you’re interested in any programs, please call or email the school 
office. Limited spaces are available. 

Blawenburg Village School 
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609-466-6600 
info@blawenburgvillageschool.com 

Karen Hill, Director 

Like us to view  
more photos! 

Budding Artists at BVS Summer Camp 

Faith in Life Cycle 
In October we’ll be kicking off a 
new series of adult education 
conversations exploring faith at 
the intersection of real life. Stay 
tuned for more information! 

God Squad 
Blawenburg Church has a youth 
group again! Follow the God 
Squad on facebook! 
Allison Clancy is cur-
rently looking ahead to 
the school year. If you 
haven't done so already please let 
her know when you're available 
and that you're interested in the 
God Squad mai l i ng l i st ! 
(allison.clancy@core-group-llc.com) 

Please pass on this information to 
any area high schoolers you know 
- the more the merrier! 

Mary & Martha 
The women's book/prayer/dinner 
group will meet on Tuesday,  
September 29th, at the home of 
Wendy Herbert.  Since they  did 
not read a common title this 
summer to discuss in the fall, 
each person is asked to bring a 
favorite proverb, hymn or poem 
for the first fall gathering.  Watch 
e-announcements and bulletins 
for a definite time.  
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 We commit our gifts to MISSIONS 
serving those in need both locally and around the world. 

Celebration of Mission 

Welcome to Al and Sue Schreuder 
We are excited to have this missionary couple visit our church on 
September 27th to  share with us the work they did in San Cristobal, 
Chiapas, Mexico, for the past 35 years.  For all, or most of those 
years, BRC prayerfully and financially supported their mission.  Both 
of them will speak to us during a Minute for Mission in worship and 
in an adult education conversation in Cook Hall after fellowship. 
They will speak about some of their mission work as well as the 
RCA missionary presence around the world.  We will celebrate with 
a potluck luncheon following the adult education hour.  
Since this is Sue's first visit to Blawenburg, she is excited to meet the 
members here. The Schreuders will take some time to see the sights 
of the East Coast before returning to Iowa on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 30th.  We thank Don and Ethel Terhune for hosting them during 
their stay.           

Save the Dates! 
Gardening at Crawford—
Monday, September 14 @ 6PM 
Cleaning up the plots and prepar-
ing for the fall. Bring your garden 
gloves, rake, and trowel if you 
have them!   Let Dave or Evelyn 
Cochran know if you can help out
(609-466-3539). Friday afternoon 
computer classes will also start 
soon. If interested in teaching,   
call or email Dave. Thanks! 

 
CROP Hunger Walk 

Sunday, October18 
S. Branch Reformed, Hillsborough 

 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

November16-23 
 

 
Heifer International 

December 5—January 10 
 

We will be hosting our 
annual Sinterklaas 
celebration on Satur-
day, December 5.  This 
is just a  
reminder to put up 
those preserves while 
harvest time is here, 

and to think of other ‘crafty’ pro-
jects to tackle! 

The RCA’s work in Chiapas, 
Mexico has come full circle 
and Chiapas missionaries are 
ready to share and spread 
the love of Christ in other 
areas of the world.   

Join us on Sept. 27! 
and read more about  
the Chiapas mission at 

www.rca.org/news/ 
coming-full-circle 
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Update from Oman 
Dear partners, supporters, 
 and friends, 
By the time most of you read 
this Marcia and I will either be in 
transit or back at our home in 
Muscat, Oman. I begin with a 
thank you and an apology: Thank 
you to all of you who continue 
to support our work with the 
Protestant Church in Oman 
where I serve as the American 
pastor of this historic (124 year 
old) Reformed Church ministry 
with Christians in a majority 
Muslim nation. As I noted in the 
spring, without the support of 
friends, colleagues, and congrega-
tions, the RCA’s ministry would 
be unable to continue. I apolo-
gize for being unable to visit with 
all of you. Marcia and I logged 
almost 10,000 miles by car and I 
added a few airplane miles to 
preach in several congregations 
and to visit with consistories and 
mission committees. We con-
tinue to be a bit “under-
funded” (by about $10,000) but 
have been released to return on 
the hope that the gap will be 
filled by pledges and support 
shares from congregations who 
don’t make final decisions until 
fall.  
So, we are heading home to 
Muscat on September 5. I hit the 
ground running as the worship 
leader and preacher the follow-
ing weekend as my two pastor 
colleagues and I engage in a fall 
series on the parables of Jesus. 
I’ve also committed to starting a 
discipleship group with a team of 
lay leaders I brought together 
shortly before our return to the 
USA in June. In early November 

MISSIONS cont. 

we will participate with our part-
ner ministry, Al Amana Center, 
in hosting a pilgrimage by RCA 
women leaders (pastors and lay) 
to Oman where they will engage 
directly in dialogue with Muslim 
leaders regarding mutual under-
standing and work toward rec-
onciliation. They’ll also get to 
worship with us and do a fair 
amount of touring in our beauti-
ful host country! We will organ-
ize at least one additional pil-
grimage in the spring.  
A major undertaking this fall will 
also be work I was particularly 
asked to take on when I ac-
cepted appointment to the minis-
try, the re-organization of the 
oversight of our multi-site minis-
tries so we can better address 
the growing Christian presence 
in the capital (Muscat) and other 
regions of the country with min-
istries of worship, care, learning, 
and an expanded ministry of out-
reach to illiterate and semi-
literate migrants who do the me-

nial work the indigenous Omani 
population prefers to avoid. 
Changing the way an historic 
ministry “governs” its life and 
plans its ministry, even when the 
change is motivated by a desire 
to expand the ability to do minis-
try, is always a challenge that can 
involve conflict with those who 
are anxious about change. It is a 
greater challenge when the con-
gregations represent 40 nation-
alities and every possible Chris-
tian tradition around the world, 
and the changes must also be 
approved by a Muslim depart-
ment of religious affairs that by 
its own admission, “doesn’t un-
derstand Christians” and just 
wants us to get along.  
We crave your prayers and will 
continue to think of you often as 
you face your own opportunities 
and challenges in ministry. Grace 
and peace be with all of you.  

Blessings, 

Ken and Marcia Bradsell 

Muscat, Oman 
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BABY CARE KITS 
Six cloth diapers 
Two T-shirts or undershirts 

(no onesies) 
Two washcloths 
Two gowns or sleepers 
Two diaper pins 
One sweater or sweatshirt 

(Can be knit or crocheted) 
Receiving blanket 

Items must be new and  
under 12 months in size.  

SCHOOL KITS 
One pair of blunt metal  

scissors (rounded tip) 
Three 70-count spiral note-

books or notebooks totaling 
200-210 pages (no loose-leaf 
or filler paper) 

One 12” ruler  
One small pencil sharpener 
One large eraser 
Six new pencils with erasers 
One box of 24 crayons  
One 12" x 14" to 14" x 17" 

finished size cotton or light-
weight canvas bag with cloth 
handles. (Please, no  
reusable shopping bags or 
backpacks.) 

Please bring items to Cook Hall  
and leave them on the brown table 

at the foot of the stairs  
or put them in the basket at the 

back of the sanctuary.   

Help us pack the kits  
on Sunday, September 20! 

CWS Care Kits! 
Thank you for your generosity! 
We committed to sending 16 
School Kits, and they have all 
been filled! The School Kits give 
children in impoverished schools, 
refugee camps, or other difficult 
settings some of the basic tools 
for learning.  If you see back-to-
school sales and want to pick up 
more supplies and canvas bags 
we can always send more kits! 

We still need supplies for 
Baby Care Kits that will be 
distributed in extreme poverty 
areas or following a natural dis-
aster.   These kits help young 
mothers care for their newborn 
babies. We are especially in 
need of cloth diapers, diaper 
pins, and gowns or sleepers. 
You may make a monetary do-
nation and someone else will 
shop for you.  Please write a 
check to BRC and note on the 
memo line “CWS Kits.”  You 
may also place a cash donation 
in a mission envelope and mark 
the envelope with “CWS Kits.”  

MISSIONS cont. 

Where Do the Kits Go?! 
Many of you have asked where 
the kits go after they are filled. 
According to a report issued by 
Church World Service, over 
70,000 kits were delivered Janu-
ary through June of 2015. Kits 
were sent to the following or-
ganizations for distribution to 
those in need: 

Mexico—200 Hygiene Kits to 
Emigrant Safety and Service. 
Sierra Leone—30,000 Hygiene 
Kits to Council of Churches in 
Sierra Leone. 
Syria—15,000 School Kits and 
20,000 Hygiene Kits to Int’l 
Orthodox Christian Charities. 
Kentucky—280 Emergency 
Cleanup Buckets, 360 Hygiene 
Kits, 30 Baby Care Kits, 90 
School Kits to Sisters of Hope 
Community Outreach in Garrett. 
Maryland—600 Hygiene Kits 
for Diakon Kathryn’s Kloset in 
Rosedale . 
Montana—120 Hygiene Kits, 30 
Baby Care Kits, 60 School Kits 
to Fort Peck Tribes. 
New York—1,500 Baby Kits, 
2,520 School Kits, 1,500 Hygiene 
Kits, 500 Emergency Cleanup 
Buckets to Project Hope Chari-
ties in Jamaica. Also, 120 Hygiene 
Kits and 60 School Kits to Good 
Shepherd Catholic Community in 
Moravia. 
Ohio—240 Hygiene Kits to 
Church of the Ascension Episco-
pal Church in Middletown. 
Washington—60 Hygiene Kits 
to First Presbyterian Church in 
Everett. 
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We commit our gifts to PROCLAMATION 
spreading the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Blue Pomegranate 
On Thursday, September 17th, 
Blawenburg Church will open its 
Memorial Hall to the community 
for its first-of-the-season Third 
Thursday Music & Art Festival.   
Called “Blue Pomegranate,” the 
event started in the spring and 
attracted enough attention that 
the church thought it should 
continue on a monthly schedule 
this fall.  The September 17 
event will feature the music of 
StraightJazz (John Henry Gold-
man, trumpet; Wilbo Wright, 
bass; and Jean Chaumont, guitar) 
and artwork by Clem Fiori, 
Blawenburg artist and conserva-
tionist.  Doors will open at 7 PM.  

In an open letter to the commu-
nity, here’s Pastor Travis 
Winkler’s invitation: 
“Recently I heard an interview 
with two museum curators from 
Manhattan.  They spoke about all 
the planning that goes into open-
ing a new museum for various 
works of art.  One of them said 
something that got my attention 
as a pastor of a local church.  
‘The architectural form of the 
new museum,’ she said, ‘has two 
goals in view:  versatility and hos-
pitality.’ They wanted to create a 
space that could host a diverse 
array of artists’ exhibits in an 
environment that people around 
the world could enjoy.  That's 
the kind of place I would like to 
check out. 

Blue Pomegranate has featured a 
variety of music, visual art, spo-
ken word, and poetry.  Similar to 
the way the curators spoke 
about the design of their new 
museum, our aim has been to 
create a community experience 
that celebrates the diverse crea-
tive gifts of people in this area, 
and to provide the community 
with an enjoyable experience 
hosted by a local church. 

If you feel creative and appreci-
ate diverse art and music shared 
in a community of hospitality, 
join us on Third Thursdays at 
Memorial Hall at Blawenburg 
Church (416 Route 518).” 

—press release written by Bob Bradsell  

Rock Brook Tributary by Clem Fiori 

Community Events 
Part of proclaiming the Good News involves walking alongside our 
neighbors and supporting events that are already happening in our 
community. Check out these fun September events! 

Ham Dinner and Bake Sale   
@South Branch Reformed Church 

Saturday, September 12, 4:30 to 7:00 PM 
For tickets call 908.369.4956 

Van Harlingen 
Historical Society  
Barn Dance 
@  The Princeton Elks in 
Montgomery Township  
Friday, September 25 
8 to 11 PM  
For more info visit 
www.vanharlingen.org 

Montgomery FunFest 

Sunday, Sept. 13, 12 to 5 PM 
at the Princeton Airport 

The event will highlight local  
organizations. Other attractions 
include balloon rides; food and 
beverages; live music; craft 
booths; games, activities and 
demonstrations for children.  

Volunteers are needed to help set 
up and manage the shared BRC/BVS 
booth. Sign-up in the back of the 
sanctuary, or email Sarah. 

Let’s share a smile with  
our community and get to  

know our neighbors!  
We'll also be at the Hopewell 
Harvest Fair on Sept. 26, 

10AM to 4 PM! Come join us! 
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Stepping Back in Time 
Blawenburg Reformed Church 
and the Bedensville School 
(behind Orchard Hill Elementary 
School) will be the two Mont-
gomery historical sites participat-
ing in Somerset County’s 
Weekend Journey through 
the Past on October 10 and 11.    
In its 10th year, the Weekend 
Journey has 28 participating sites 
and anticipates over 5,000 visi-
tors.  All sites will be open from 
10 AM to 5 PM on Saturday and 
from 12 to 4 PM on Sunday.  
Our church will display highlights 
from our history and offer two 
special events.  On Saturday at 
2:00 PM  David Cochran will do 
a multimedia presentation about 
the history of the church.  On 
Sunday at 2:00 PM Katie Con-
nolly will perform an organ re-
cital in our historic sanctuary. 

PROCLAMATION cont.  

Help Needed! 
To make our part in the Week-
end Journey a success, we need 
some help from church members 
and friends.   We need people to 
act as guides in the church during 
the time it is open, and we need 
others who can help set up dis-
plays that reflect our rich past. 
If you are willing to help either 
before or on the days of the 
Weekend Journey, please con-
tact Dave Cochran (609-466-
3539/davidc99@aol.com) or 
Sarah Hong (609-466-1832/
brc1832@verizon.net). 
The Weekend Journey is a great 
opportunity for us to showcase 
our church and its rich history.  
More importantly, it offers an 
opportunity for us to welcome 
others to our caring community. 

And invite them to move for-
ward with us into the future.  If 
we all pitch in to make this a suc-
cess, there will be no over-
whelming jobs for one person.  
Instead, as we work together, we 
will reach out in small ways to let 
people know our life-changing 
mission. 

We are trying to amp up our 
online presence so we can 
reach even more people with 
the love of Christ. We also 

want to keep you informed and 
give you ways of inviting others 

to come alongside us in the  
missions of our church.  

Let’s get connected! 
 
 

#BlawenburgChurch 
#BlawenburgYouthGroup 
#BlawenburgVillageSchool 

 
 

@traviswinckler 
 
www.BlawenburgChurch.org 

we also want to hear your  
stories on our parish blog! 

Education Assistance 
The purpose of the Student Aid Fund is to assist, financially, the 
members and children of members of the Blawenburg Reformed 
Church who desire to further their education beyond secondary 
school.  The assistance is also available to church members who wish 
to further their education after a lapse in their schooling program, 
regardless of their status or age in life. 
The amount of $500 per semester is available to applicants as an in-
terest free loan!  Students have availed themselves of this financial 
assistance since 1965 when the fund was set up by the Consis-
tory.  Over the past 50 years, 43 students have borrowed a total of 
$33,151.35 and these loans have been repaid in full. 
The funds from which student aid will be granted will come from in-
terest on investments which the church holds at the time of the re-
quest. Members and friends are also invited to give donations and 
memorial gifts to the Student Aid Fund. 
In June, the graduating seniors will receive an application through the 
mail.  If further information is desired, please contact any member of 
our committee:  Evelyn Cochran, (Chair.) Bernice Van Nostrand  and 
Ethel Terhune. 

Photo by Clem Fiori  
who will be featured at the  
Sept 20 Blue Pomegranate 
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Consistory Highlights 
 
Meeting of Monday, July 20, 2015 @7:30 PM in Cook Hall 
Welcome and Call to Order: David Cochran, VP of Consistory  
Opening Prayer: Sarah Hong, Church Administrator 
Announcements  
Katie Connolly's mother passed away; announcement will be sent and prayer chain will be started. 
Ad-hoc education team will meet 2—3 times to brainstorm Sunday school for children. 
Travis and Colleen (summer intern) are discussing the possibility of a mid-week service for young 

adults and those not able to attend on Sunday; hopefully starting in Advent. 
 Journey Through the Past, a Somerset County event, will include our church this year. 
Combined choirs of Reformed churches will sing the national anthem at a Patriots game on August 7. 

Elections: David Cochran was re-elected VP of Consistory for 2015-2016; Chip Parmele for Clerk 
Well pump:  Our 20-year old well pump is making scary noises.  Repairs will be done the first week in Au-
gust.  Consistory authorized payment from endowments or preservation fund. 
Informal Reports 
Missionaries Al and Sue Schreuder will visit BRC on September 27th.  They will take part in worship 

and will conduct an adult education hour. (see page 5) 
The Boy Scouts cleared and chopped wood to complete a nature trail for an Eagle project. (page 2) 

Goals and Programming for 2015-2016 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” - Discussion for the future focused on what is exciting 
about Travis's proposed “Map for Ministry” and how to make these ideas happen:  invitations? pajama 
worship? meals/fellowship? experiential worship? etc.  Other ideas? 
Closing Prayer: Shared Thanksgivings 
 
Meeting of Monday, August 17, 2015 @7:30 PM in Cook Hall 
Welcome and Call to Order: David Cochran, VP of Consistory  
Devotions: Pastor Travis led devotions focusing on the Apostle Paul telling us to crave the pure spiritual 
milk.  Cravings aren't bad, but they may need training. 
Announcements 
With so many activities and vacations in September, it has been decided that there will be no church 

picnic this month. 
Montgomery FunFest—BRC and BVS will run a booth together at the FunFest on September 13th.  

Travis will coordinate our needs with Karen Hill, director of BVS.  Volunteers will be needed. 
Nuts and Bolts Workshop, October 17th – This workshop is for Elders, Deacons, and interested 

church members. 
Basketball Hoop—A community member is donating a new, portable basketball hoop to the church so 

that her daughter and any church/community member will have a safe space to play.  Approved by 
Consistory.  You have permission to slam dunk as you go by! 

Priorities for 2015 
From the Map of Ministry, the following items were at the top of the list:  Young Family Worship Service, 
Revised Christian Education, Additional Community Outreach, Local Mission Projects. 
Team Reports 
 Properties—grateful for whomever weed-whacked and mulched in front of the church 
 Financial—will need to borrow money from Raymond James this month but should be better financially 

in September 
          (continues on next page) 
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Communications 
 — Articles are being planned for publication over the next several months in the Montgomery 
News. Watch for what our in-house authors, Dave Cochran and Bob Bradsell, have to say. 
 — Progress is being made in investigating updates for our sound system.  Suggestions and quotes 
are being gathered. 

Worship—looking at new and interesting ways to approach worship; seeking those who would like to 
assist in conducting worship; provide training in the tasks of conducting worship. 

Hospitality and Care—focus on internal, caring ministry 
Missions 

 — cartons of food donated by congregation delivered to the food pantry 
 — collection of school and baby items underway for Church World Service 
 — volunteer needed to co-chair Samaritan's Purse/Operation Christmas Child in November 
 — missionaries Al and Sue Schreuder will visit on September 27th. 

 Personnel — Employee Review Process has been established.  The ad-hoc team of Wendy Herbert, 
Peggy Querec and DavidCochran is now permanent, and this team will ensure the review process is 
carried out. 

 Blawenburg Holding Company 
— Officers:  Travis Winckler, David Cochran, Barbara Pavlicek, Jean Beachell, and Grace Johnson 
— Discussed the status of the mortgage of Memorial Hall 
— Continued discussion of selling the building or not; questions about it:  What is its purpose?  
How can it be a tool of ministry?  When we receive offers, it should be an opportunity to do minis-
try through our discussion with the potential renter/buyer. 

Fall Programming 
 Worship—Lectionary texts from the Letter of James; power of words/speech 
 Education—targeted toward faith in the life cycle; tend to relevant needs in these age groups 
Troop 46: Representative needed to attend Scout Troop 46 monthly meetings and annual Court of Honor 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Travis 
 
 

KEYS, KEYS, KEYS, PLEASE 
We are missing a single key from Memorial Hall and a key 
ring from the office hallway in Cook Hall.  If you have  
either, please turn them into the office… we need them! 
And, in an effort to try to keep track of our keys, please 
call or email the office to tell Sarah what keys you have 
[the letters on them] and/or turn in any keys you are not 
using anymore.  We'd like to keep track of them. Thanks 
for your help. 
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Sept 8 and 9 (Tuesday and Wednesday) 
10 to 11 AM—BVS Orientation (page 4) 

Sept 13 (Sunday) 
10 AM—Communion Sunday 
12 to 5 PM—Montgomery Fun Fest (page 8) 

Sept 14 (Monday) 
3:30 PM—Worship Team Meeting 
6 PM—Gardening at Crawford House (page 5) 

Sept 17 (Thursday) 
7 PM—Blue Pomegranate (page 8) 

Sept 20  (Sunday) 
Packing CWS Care Kits  

Sept 21 (Monday) 
Deadline for October Beacon Materials! 
7:30 PM—Consistory Meeting 

Sept 26 (Saturday) 
10 AM to 4 PM—Hopewell Harvest Fair (page 8) 

Sept 27 (Sunday) 
11 AM—Adult Education with Schreuders (page 5) 
12 PM—Potluck Lunch 

Sept 29 (Tuesday) 
TBA—Mary and Marthas (page 4) 

 

 

PLAN AHEAD 

Oct 10-11—Journey 
through the Past (page 8) 

Oct 18—CROP Walk 

November—Operation 
Christmas Child 

December—Sinterklaas 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Sept 2 Mark Meyer 
Sept 3 Jessica Weingart 
Sept 8 Peggy Querec 
Sept 15 Jotham Johnson 
  Ginny Doremus 
Sept 16 Calvin Urbanski 
Sept 22 Sarah Hong 
Sept 25 Dale Weingart 
Sept 26 Bob Bradsell 
Sept 28 Jean Beachell 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Sept 11 Brian & Barb  
 VanLiew 
Sept 23 Doug & Pat 
 Wengel 

Check out our  
online calendar 
for more events! 

Summary of Dates  
(see articles for more details) 

SARAH’S  
AUTUMN 

OFFICE HOURS 
(beginning Sept 8) 

MON 8:30 to 12  
TUES 8:30 to 4:30 

WED OFF 

THUR 8:30 to 1:30 

FRI 8:30 to 12 
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